Table 1: Summary of information on possible alternative explanations to causality for associations reported between cannabis use and psychosis outcomes

	Cohort & study
	Attempt to minimise reverse causation
	Attempt to minimise intoxication effects
	Approximate % change from crude to adjusted*



	CHDS34, 35 †
	Adjusted for psychotic symptoms at previous assessment

Also used SEM to address direction of causation
	SCL-90 used for measuring outcome makes no attempt to identify symptoms arising as a result of drug use


	65% (

	Dunedin32 †  
	Adjusted for psychotic symptoms at age 11 (cannabis measures at age 15 and 18)
	DIS used for measuring outcome excludes symptoms arising solely as a result of drug use


	10% (

	ECA25
	Excluded if psychotic diagnosis at baseline
	DIS used for measuring outcome  (see above)


	30% (

	EDSP26 
	Adjusted for predisposition to psychosis measured at baseline
	M-CIDI used for measuring outcome and authors state none of symptoms were due to acute effects of drug use


	15% (

	NEMESIS27
	Excluded if psychotic symptoms at baseline screening
	CIDI used for measuring outcome excludes symptoms arising as a result of drug use


	50% (

	NPMS28
	Excluded if psychotic symptoms at baseline screening
	PSQ used for measuring outcome makes no attempt to identify symptoms arising as a result of drug use


	80% (

	Swedish conscripts30, 31
	Excluded if psychotic diagnosis at baseline screening
	ICD clinical diagnosis of schizophrenia used as outcome, suggesting intoxication effects unlikely


	60% (


* Change calculated as (crude OR - adjusted OR)/(crude OR – 1)
† Additional data from the CHDS and Dunedin cohorts to allow estimation of change between crude and adjusted estimates kindly provided by authors
Abbreviations:

CIDI = Composite international diagnostic interview

CIS-R = Clinical Interview Schedule-Revised

DIS = Diagnostic interview schedule

ICD = International classification of diseases

M-CIDI = Munich version of CIDI

PSQ = Psychosis Screening Questionnaire

SCL-90 = Symptom checklist 90

SEM = Structural equation modelling

